NARRATIVE

OF

THE SECOND SIKH WAR,

IN 1848—49.
WITH A DETAILED ACCOUNT OF

THE BATTLES OF RAMNUGGER,
THE PASSAGE OF THE CHENAB, CHILLIANWALLAH,
GOOJERAT, &e.

By EDW. JOSEPH '_!:HACKWELL, Esq.,

LATE A1DE-DE-CAMP TO GENERAL THACKWELL.

FIAT JUSTITIA, RUAT CELUM.

SECOND EDITION, REVISED; WITH ADDITIONS.

LONDON:
RICHARD BENTLEY,
Publisher in Grvinary to Wer fMajesty.
1851.



LONDON
PRINTED BY HARRISON AND BON,

ST. MARTIN'S LANE.

- -HE'.

HEN



DS
477
63
TS
DEDICATION.

To whom can these unpretending pages be
more #ppropriately inscribed than to the friends
of those noble men who fell in the actions
of Ramnugger, the Passage of the Chenab,
Chillianwallah, and Goojerat,—

BricapiErs CURETON AND PENNYCUICK;
CoLONELS HAVELOCK AND BROOKES;

Masors BamrierLp, CHRISTIE, HaRrris
EKINS; '

Captains Fi1TZGERALD, ANDERSON ; &ec., &c.
E.J.T.

LonpoN, JaN. 4, 1851.

23012






L.

PREFACE.

I HAD no intention of arrogating to myself
the task of writing an account of the Second
Sikh War, until it was suggested to me by a
well-known senator, (for whom I entertain the
highest respect,) that a narrative of the events
of that Campaign, with most of which my
position had made me acquainted, would be
acceptable to the public.

My chief motive, however, for undertaking
this important and somewhat dangerous office,
was to disabuse the public mind of certain

erroneous impressions, to which report and
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public documents had given rise. No detailed
accounts of the memorable Battles of Ram-
nugger, Chillianwallab, and Goojerat, have
yet been given to the public, except those
supplied by the newspapers at the date of
their occurrence ; the “Journal of a Subal-
tern” being only a personal narrative chiefly
confined to the doings of -the author and the
regiment to which he was attached.

It has been my endeavour in the following
Narrative to represent in faithful colours the
deeds of every regiment. Whatever personal
anecdotes have become known to me, have
been embodied in this Volume.

My acknowledgments are due to the author
of the “Journal of a Subaltern,” for some
important dafa which had escaped my me-
mory.

The reader may perhaps recognize in these
descriptions of Ramnugger, Chillianwallah,

and Goojerat, papers on the same engage-
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ments, which have lately appeared in a
monthly periodical. They have, however,
undergone so many important additions and
corrections, that no one can dispute the claim
of this Volume to the recommendation of
novelty. )

It is right to state, that Major-General
Sir Joseph Thackwell, G.C.B., has no know-
ledge of this publication. The opinions of
the writer must not be considered as an
index to those of Sir Joseph, for he never
passed a criticism on any act of his superiors

in my hearing. .

Lo~pon,
JANUARY 4, 1851.






PREFACE

TO THE SECOND EDITION.

I HAvVE availed myself of the opportunity
afforded me by another Edition of this Work
being called for, to revise and correct it
throughout.

It was scarcely to be expected that a small
Work extending over so wide a field should
be free from inaccuracies, and that it should
contain some passages not altogether accep-
table to persons referred to. This it appears
has happened ; but I may truly say that it
was my earnest desire to avoid giving offence
to any one.
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The inaccuracy into which I had inad-
vertently fallen with regard to the 24th
Regiment, is now corrected. The Officers of
the Regiment will perceive in this my anxiety
to do justice to them.

I have also vindicated the character of the
late much-lamented Lieutenant-Colonel King
from the unjustifiable remarks made upon
that gallant Officer.

Lonpon,
Marcr 12, 1851.




NARRATIVE

OF THE

SECOND SIKH WAR.

ORIGIN OF THE WAR.

WHEN Moolraj and his crafty confederates,
assembled in conference within the wallsof Mool- -
tan, were concocting the plot for the destruction
of the British officers, little did they foresee the
disastrous consequences that would result from
that diabolical scheme to themselves and to
their country. Had a prophet stepped forth
from the midst of that crowd from which the
murderers emerged to strike the blow, and
vhilst the assassin’s sword was uplifted,
- proclaimed aloud that a day of fearful retri-
B
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bution would speedily follow—that Mooltan
would soon present a scene of hideous deso-
lation, its nullahs overflowing with blood—
that the arch-traitor and his accomplices,
stripped of their possessions, denuded of every-
thing possessing value in their eyes, would be
immured in the Company* Bahadoor’s dark
prisons ; and that the territories of the boast-
ful Khalsa would be transformed into a British
dependency, in consequence of that deed, it
may well be doubted whether those lamented
officers would have fallen victims to so Base a
comspiracy.

It is an incontestable fact, that the blood of
those gallant men was purchased at the price
of that fertile champain country which derives
its name from the circumstance of its being
traversed by five riverst—at the price of the
most brilliant and superb diamond in the

* Bahadoor signifies Brave, or Protector: The ma-
tives never utter the word Company without this
respectful adjunct.

+ Punyj, five, and ab, water or river.
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world, the “Moamtain of Light.” Had any one
predicted such a series of remarkable events ag
those which followed the death of Vans Agnew
and Anderson, little credit would have been -
attached te his prognostication.

It was not within the range of human proba-
bilities that the siege of Mooltan would have in-
spired one of our warmest allies with the desire
and determination of raising the standard ef
revalt. 'Who could have foretold that the
gentle Shere Sing, the “good fellow,” who was
in the habit of accompanying British officers
en sheoting excursions near Lahore with his
admirable Manton, the zealous ally whe
marched out of Lahore at the head of his
trusty troops, with the avowed intention of
Bringing back Moolraj’s head, would have
fraternized with the blood-stained assassins of
Moeltan? Nor could it be deemed probable
that Shere Sing, with his handful of soldiers
and his scanty resources, would ever have
attained such strength, as to be in a position

B 2
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to hold in check the grand army of the Com-
pany, completely organized, and enjoying the
advantage of the vast resources of India. But
granting still further that there was a pro-
bability of such a result from the defection
of Shere Sing, it may be asked how many
would have regarded the annexation of the
Punjaub to our Indian Empire as a probable
contingency ?

Even after the decisive battle of Goo-
jerat, many able and experienced men held
the opinion that the British Government, un-
willing to add to its weighty responsibilities,
would avoid the bold stroke of annexation.
Till the last moment preceding the promulga-
tion of the official announcement of the an-
nexation of the Punjaub, many were of opinion
that it would be repugnant to the feelings
and principles of a British nobleman to punish
a youth of tender age for the misconduct of
some of his subjects.

; was obvious that it was consistent
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with sound policy, and perfectly compatible
with honour, to supersede the authority of a
Government which violated its most solemn
engagements, and failed to fulfil compacts, on
the observance of which the continuance. of
‘the Sikh rule depended. For the British
authorities abstained from annexing the Pun-
jaub in 1845, only on condition of the Sikhs
fulfilling certain stipulations, the chief of
which was the payment of an annual subsidy.

The minor Dhuleep Sing was represented
by the Lahore Durbar and his guardians.
The functions and responsibilities of a re-
gency are analogous to those of a reigning
sovereign, and there would be endless inter-
ruptions of tranquillity, if the proposition were
admitted that the guardians or council of
regency of a minor might perpetrate any ag-
gressive acts on their neighbours, or commit
any breach of political faith, with perfect
" impunity and without prejudice to their own

country.
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From what was known of Lord Dalhousie, it
was thought unlikely that he wonld be deterred
from taking the steps necassary for the pre-
vention of a recurrence of such expemsive
catastrophes as Sikh rebellions, by any
groundless fears. Some, however, expressed
apprehensions that the proclamation of the
amnexation would be the signal for such a
general rising of ¢he natives, as would
endanger the existence of the troops in the
Punjaub.

. When the Indian' papers were .teeming
with descriptions of the encounters of the
heroic Herbert Edwardes with the rebel
forces of Moolraj, little probably did the modern
(live know that he was destined to contribute
g0 materially towards the consummation of
that important result, the anmexation of the
Punjaub. The reader will be anxious to learn
how Major Edwardes influenced such a mighty
event. After his troops had captured the
guns attached to the undisciplined forces of
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Moolraj,* he sent despatches to the Resi
dent of Lahore, Sir Frederick Currie, wrging
upon him the necessity of the immediate ad-
vance of some troops from Lahore, and an-
ticipating success if that were done. To the
appointment of a force inadequate to the
occasion all the events which followed have
been attributed by some. The assemblage
of an efficient army suitably and expedi-
tiously equipped, under the walls of Mooltan,
might probably bave averted the action of
Ramnugger and the subsequent battles. It
was not politic to entrust such important
duties as the avenging of the massacre of the
British officers and the reduction of the citadel
of Mooltan to a detachment of Sikh troops.
The detachment of British troops sent with
Major-Gieneral Whish was so small, indeed,
that the fidelity of the Khalsa contingent

* Moolraj had only two regular regiments at the
outset of the disturbances, both of which he retained in
the fort.



8 THE ORIGIN OF

under Sirdar Shere Sing became a matter of
vast importance.
Had not Shere Sing marched out of Lahore
for the ostensible purpose of inflicting punish-
ment on Moolraj, the great focus on which
the Sikh insurgents concentrated would have
been wanting. ¢
The Bunnoo troops might have remained in
allegiance to the Anglo-Sikh Durbar, had not
Shere Sing called on them to swell his force.
Had the British troops, however, been present
in Lahore, they would have prevented any
outbreak in that city. The British army
dispatched to Mooltan should have been
organized at Ferozepore without any aid from
the Lahore garrison. That Major Edwardes
deserves the praise he has received for the
success attending his efforts to form a
disciplined army out of the rude elements
at his disposal, and for the admirable skill he
manifested in his brilliant engagements with
the enemy, no one ever ventured to deny. It °
was to be regretted that no more accurate
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information could be obtained by him respect-
ing the strength of Mooltan. The force which
the Resident first contemplated sending was so
small, that that gallant soldier, Brigadier Colin
Campbell, remonstrated against committing the
execution of such a momentous enterprise to
8o inadequate a force.

During the prosecution of the siege of
Mooltan the public service was much impeded
by the cxistence of two clashing authorities
in the Punjaub, arising out of the difference
of opinion between the chief military power,
Lord Gough, and the Resident of Lahore,
Sir Frederick Currie. The former advocated
warfare on a grand scale, and recommended
the postponement of offensive oper#tions till
a more favourable season ; the latter was in
favour of the immediate dispatch of a small
force. That the formation of a large army
would be requisite to overcome this widely
ramified conspiracy became apparent on the
desertion of Shere Sing and the revolt of the

B3
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Bunnoo troops. Notwithstanding these events,
many officers, including 8ir John Littler,
thought, even to the period of the action of
BRamnugger, that Shere Sing would not pre-
sent a hostile front to the British troops. ,
" When Shere Sing found it impossible te
maintain amicable relations with Moolraj, and
deserted the fortress, wending his way narth-
ward, General Whish concerted arrangements
for attacking him -on his march, although it
should be remembered that there was little
chance of their overtaking the retiring enemy,
as they had stolen a march; but when the
cavalry and horse artillery available for this
purpose were passed in review, the General
arrived at the conclusion that the force was nat
sufficient to meet the emergency. He was
deficient in infantry; therefore in the event of
this detachment sustaining any disaster, his
small army would have been exposed to greas
danger. Moreover, he was surrounded by
large bodies of Bikh auxiliaries, the forces .of
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General Van Cortland, Major Herbert Ed-
wardes, and :the Bohawulpere Rajah, on whose
steady adhesion to the British cause he could
not rely.

Under these circumstances Major-General
Whish exercised & sound discretion in
leaving Shere Sing to pursue his march un-
molested. The Indian newspapers, indulging
their habitual spirit of dissatisfaction .(the
Bombay Times excepted), raised an outcry
against him, for losing this splendid opportu-
aity of annihilating the incipient rebellion in
the bud. Indeed there was ground for sppre-
hending that his reputation would be seriously
damaged, by the torrent of abuse poured on
him, for his abandonment of the siege and
neglect to capture the retiring Sirdar.

The defection of the Bunnoo troops created
much sensation. These troops, consisting of
several regiments, were raised out of the
remnants of the old Khalsa army; and it is
believed that the greater part of these men
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had been arrayed against the British flag -in
the battles of the Sutlege. They were stern,
discontented veterans, brooding over the

humbled condition of their beloved Khalsa or

Commonwealth.

It was to be expected that they would
‘eagerly avail themselves of the first oppor-
tunity of once.more trying the chance of war.
The revolt of a chieftain, of high rank and
family influence, whose father, Chutter Sing,
held the important position of Governor of
the Peshawur District, opened to them an
alluring prospect. That chief ingredient of
success, self-confidence, they possessed in a
most remarkable degree. They were disci-
plined and equipped after the European man-
ner, and mustered several pieces of ordnance ;
the regular horse attached to this force, more-
over, possessed a slight knowledge of cavalry
tactics. The Bunnoo regiments formed a most
important augmentation to the rebel army,
and enabled Shere Sing to offer such success-
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ful resistance at Ramnugger. During the
whole campaign, indeed, these soldiers were
conspicuous for their gallantry and unswerving
fidelity. Rhotas also sent its quota.

It was the general belief that Shere Sing
would make an attack on Lahore, and the
Resident did not fail to adopt all the prepa-
rations rendered imperative by the urgency
of the occasion. Every available soldier was
posted at Lahore to strengthen the garrison.
A party of the Sikh cavalry, reported to
be the advanced guard of the Sirdar’s army,
made an effort to destroy the bridge of boats
erected over the Ravee on the northern side
of Lahore by the Anglo-Lahore Durbar,
This bridge was not distant more than a mile
and a half from Lahore. They were thwarted
in their intention of effecting the complete
destruction of this bridge, by the prompt
appearance of that gallant officer, William
Havelock, at the head of the 14th King’s
Light Dragoons ; but they succeeded in burn-
ing some boats. The startling proximity of
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the enemy and the undisguised disaffection
of the inhabitants of Lahore, now surrounded
the Resident’s position with some difficulty.

It may be worthy of remark, that even to
the period of the victory of Goojerat, the
natives of Lahore, when passing any British
ladies on the course or rpads, openly remarked
that they should soon be shutting them up in
their Zsnanas. Indeed their effrontery does
not admit of description.

Before the general orders had been issued
for the assembly of the Grand Army, small
detachments had moved in the direction of
the river Ravee. A brigade of cavalry (con-
sisting of the 9th Lancers, 3rd Dragoons, 5th
and 8th Light Cavalry) had assembled at
Ferozepore; and Colonel Charles Cureton, who
was attached to Lord Gough’s staff, as Adju-
tant-general of Her Majesty’s forces in India,
was dispatched from head-quarters to take
command of this force. A force under Briga-
dier Wheeler, including the 61st Foot, was
already in advance ; and Colonel Curston re-
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oeived arders to move against Shere Sing, who
was on the other side of the Ravee. Brigadier
Godby was also -detached northward with a
small force, including the 2nd Euaropean Regi-
ment and 70th Native Infantry. These troaps
moved forward abount the 3rd November,

1t was reporied that the enemy would make
s stand at Goojranwallah, a fort about three
days’ march from Lahore; but when Brigadier
Cureton approached it, it opened its gates.
There was a small garrison inside. Brigadier
Colin Campbell, also with some regiments,
was dispatched from Lahore, to take command
of the cavalry and infantry assembled under
Cureton,* and Colenel Eckford had joined
this force with the 81st, 56th, and 73rd regi-
ments of Native Infantry.
* Many officers, eager to distinguish themselves,
entertained some apprehensions lest Campbell
and Cureton should overwhelm the rebel forces
at a blow, and thus render the concentration

* He joined Cureton on the 16th November.
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of a grand army unnecessary.* The force
under these officers consisted of the 3rd Dra-
goons, 9th Lancers, 14th Dragoons, 5th and
8th Light Cavalry, three troops of Horse
Artillery, two batteries, 12th Irregulars, the
2nd European Regiment, the 31st, 36th, 46th,
56th, 70th, and 73rd regiments of Native
Infantry. An impression was very generally
entertained that the Commander-in-chief,
averse to fighting on a small scale, had pro-
hibited these commanders from courting colli-
sion with the enemy.

The army of India was at length aroused
from its state of uncertainty, by the publica-
tion of the General Orders announcing the
formation. of a force, to be designated  The
Army of the Punjaub.” These orders were
promulgated in the early part of October, and
that month witnessed the gradual assemblage
of the troops.

The army, of which Lord Gough was to

# They occupied Allipore, a village eight miles
from Ramnugger, on the 17th.
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assume the command in person, was divided
into three infantry divisions. The first of
these divisions, consisting of the brigades of
Markham (the 32nd, or Cornwall regiment,
49th and 51st Native Infantry), and of
Harvey (the 10th, or North Lincoln regiment,
the 8th and 72nd Native Infantry), was
assigned to Major-General Whish. His son,
Captain Whish, was appointed assistant ad-
jutant-general, and Lieutenant Need, of the
14th Dragoons, attached as aide-de-camp.
Lieutenant-Colonel Becher filled the respon-
sible situation of quartermaster-general to
this division, Major-General Sir Walter
Raleigh Gilbert was nominated to the com-
mand of the second infantry- division. This
division comprised the brigades of Mountain
(the 29th, or Worcestershire Foot, the 30th and
62nd Native Infantry), and of Godby (the
2nd Europeans, 31st and 70th Native Infantry).
Major Chester was attached in the capacity of
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Charles
Colt, of the 3rd Dragoons, was appointed
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‘aide-de-camp. Lieutenant Galloway received
the appointment of quartermaster to this
division.

To Major-General Sir Joseph Thackwel
was assigned the command of the 3rd division
of infantry, oconsisting of the brigades of
Pennycuick (the 24th or 2nd Warwickshire
Foot, the 25th and 45th Native Infantry),
and of Penny (the 15th, 20th, and 69th
Native Infantry). Another brigade was after-
wards allotted to this division, comsisting of
the 61st Foot, the 836th and 46th Native
Infantry, under the command of Brigadier
Hoggan. Major Ponsonby was appointed
adjutant-general, and Lieutenant Edward
Thackwell, 3rd Light Dragoons, was con-
tinued in his situation of aide-de-camp. KEn-
sign Garden, nephew of the quartermaster-
general of the army, obtained the post of
quartermaster to this division. The artillery
command was given to Colorel Tennant, who
was gazetted a brigadier-general.

- The cavalry division was commitéed to the
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charge of that distinguished soldier, Colonel
Cureton,* who was promoted to the grade of
brigadier-general. Captain Pratt, of the 9th
Lancers, was appointed to the post of deputy
assistant-adjutant-general, and Lieutenant
Cureton, son ef the gallant commandant,
gazetted aide-de-ommp. Lieutenant Tucker, of
the 8th Cavalry, filled the office of quarter-
master to this division.

The first brigade of cavalry, commanded
by Brigadier Michael White, consisted of
the 3rd Dragoons, the 5th and 8th Light
Cavalry. The seeond cavalry brigade, consist-
ing of the 9th Royal Lancers, the 1at and 6th
Light Cavalry, was given to Lieutenant-Colonel
Pope, of the latter regiment. A brigade of
irregular cavalry was formed, and Brigadier
Hearsey was selected for the command of it;
Colonel Salter was appoinied to another
brigade, consisting of his ¢orps, the 11th Light
Laxalry, and of two irregular .cavalry corps.

* Adjutent-Gemeral of Hor Majesty’s Forcee,
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The 14th King’s Dragoons was afterwards
attached to the first brigade.

From this it will be seen, that, though there
were three dragoon regiments in the field, three
cavalry brigades out of the four were appor-
tioned to Company’s officers. Brigadier Cheape,
a most scientific officer, received the appoint-
ment of chief engineer ; the commissariat de-
partment was entrusted to the management of
Captain Ramsay, an officer related by family
ties to the Marquis of Dalhousie. The appoint-
ment of Dr. Renny to be superintending sur-
geon was hailed with much satisfaction by the
army. Dr. Macleod, a very skilful medical
officer, was also appointed to the hospital
Staff Captain Lang was ordered to superintend
the post-office departinent. The adjutant-
general of the army, Lieutenant-Colonel Grant,
 and the quartermaster-general, Lieutenant-
Colonel Garden, with their respective depart-
ments, accompanied his Excellency. The
acting adjutant-general of Her Majesty’s
forces, Major Lugard; the quartermaster-
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general, Lieutenant-Colonel Gough; and the
inspector-general of hospitals, Dr. Franklin,
also joined the army.

The nomination of Colonel Cureton to the
command of the cavalry division, formed the
subject of much comment in military circles.
It is not customary to take the heads of the
adjutant-general’s and quartermaster-general’s
departments from their official duties, and to
invest them with brigade commands. Such a
system might be fraught with serious incon-
venience, not to say injury, to the public
gervice. At the time when those departments
are most needed, when the talent of experi-
enced men is most indispensable, it is unwise
to commit the charge of those offices to sub-
ordinates. That there was a precedent to
justify the appointment of Colonel Cureton is
true, but whether it was entitled to much
respect may be left to the reader to decide.
Major-General Sir Harry Smith held the post
of adjutant-general at the commencement of
the Sutlege campaign. In a great emergency,



22 THER ORIGIN OF

when there was an absence of general offieers;
and when immediate conflict seemed inevitable;
Lord Hardinge offered the command of the
first infantry division to Sir Harry Smith, who
" was a soldier of great reputation, and rewark-
able for his personal activity. The necessity
for the removal of Colonel Cureton from his
proper sphere of duties can, however, scarcedy
be recognized; for there were several distin-
guished cavalry officers on the line of fromtier
who enjoyed seniority over Cureton. The 9th
Lancers, which was to be employed, boasted
two lieutenant-colonels, whose commissiors
were of earlier date than that of Curetom.
Colonel Jokn Scott had aequired signal dus-
tinction on several occasioms: he commanded
the Bombay brigade of cavalry in the army of
the Indus, and was conspicuous for his erergy
and knowledge of his peculiar duties, on the
march to Cabool. In the Gwalior campaign
he was again entrusted with the command of
a brigade of cavalry, and at the battle of Ma~
rabgjpore displayed the greatest skill in the



THE SECOND SIKH WAR. 23

kandling of his men : he wasindeed personally
engaged in conflict: with the enemy at the head
of the brigade, and set a noble example. The
Sutlege campaign saw John Scott once more
at the head of a brigade; and it cannot be
obliterated from the memeory of the public that
it was he who so vigorously supported Major-
General Sir Joseph Thackwell, when that officer
meunted the Sikh intrenchments at the battle
of Sobraon, at the head of the 3rd Dragoons,
n single file. But it was not in battle that
the value of this distinguished officer was
chiefly felt; it was by reason of his intimate
acquaintance with the duties of picquets, out-
posts, patrols, &c., that his presence in camp
was so invaluable. The writer can bear testi-
mouny to the mortifieation and disappointment
experienced by Colomel Scott, on his being
ordered to stand fast at Cawnpore. Although
exercising the command of the brigade, he
applied for permission to assume the command
of his regiment.

The authorities urged, in extenuation of the
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palpable injustice of their conduct on this
occasion, that it was contrary to custom, and
might be attended with inconvenience, to
suffer officers to abandon their permanent
brigade commands in cantonments. 'This was
a novel expedient to escape the stigma of
favouritism. In all the previous campaigns,
brigadiers were often called from their canton-
ments to render assistance in the field ; indeed
Sir Joseph Thackwell was frequently ordered
to vacate his brigade in cantonments, and to
assume the command of the cavalry in the field.

Colonel Alexander Campbell, of the same
regiment, was also overlooked, or rather shelved,
by the same expedient. He was also informed
that, as he held the Meerut brigade, he must
not vacate it; and the command of the 9th
Lancers devolved on the junior Major, Grant.
It appeared unaccountable, that the cavalry
command was not given to General Thackwell.
That officer had held the important post of
General of cavalry in the armies of the Indus,
Gwalior, and the Sutlege. If he had again
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received that appointment, Colonels Cureton,
Scott, and Alexander Campbell, might have
occupied their ci-devant post of brigadier.

In the Sutlege campaign, the cavalry were
divided into four brigades, of which Colonels
Alexander Campbell, Scott, Cureton, and Har-
riott, were the chiefs. The reason assigned for
the appointment of Sir Joseph Thackwell to
an infantry division, instead of the cavalry, was
the desire at head-quarters to receive Cureton’s
valuable aid; and as he was not eligible for
any other command than that of cavalry, they
saw no reason why they should not give Sir
Joseph an equally important command of
mfantry, seeing that he possessed experience
m both branches of duty, and thus make room
for the other distinguished officer.

That the authorities should be desirous of
profiting by the experience of so old a soldier
as Colonel Cureton is natural, had he retained
his proper duties of adjutant-general, how-
ever, he would still have been at hand. It was
asserted by some of the Calcutta papers, that

c
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Colonel Cureton had taken an unfair advantage
of his position near the Commander-in-chief,
and urged his own claims to the appointment ;
but honourable men acquit the gallant officer
of such conduet, under the firm conviction thab
he would not have dropped at any time the
most vague hint respecting his appointment to
the cavalry command, unless led by Lord
Gough to expect it. It is not unlikely that
his Excellency might have asked him, in
the course of conversation, whether his wishes
pointed to such an enviable position. Of
eburse, Colonel Cureton could not have
rejected the proffered honour. Such delicacy
would have been absurd, and incompatible
with the nature of a soldier's career. Even
if he had mustered up sufficient courage to
make application for this command, surely
ambition is excusable in a soldier. Merit of
the highest order, unless supported by selfs
confidence, is often exposed to neglect.

. It must be remarked, that Colonel Cureton
was actually employed in the field before the ge-
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neral order was promulgated for the formation
of a grand army; and this fact may be urged
in excuse of his appointment. It might have
been said that when he was once in the field,
the authorities could not but allow him to
continue there, or that as he had once obtained
the cavalry command, it was only fair that he
should retain it. However, if there had been
any desire to employ Colonels Scott and
Campbell, Cureton might have reverted to his
old post of brigadier, on his junction with the
grand army. ,

In the early part of November 1848, Lord
Gough arrived at the general rendezvous of
the army. For several days previous to his
lordship’s arrival, Ferozepore had presented a
very animated appearance. There were daily
arrivals of fresh regiments and troops of artil-
lery. The plain for miles around was diver-~
sified by sheets of canvas swelling to the wind,
white as snow, and here and there adorned
with flags fluttering in the breeze. These

- : c 2
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tents, in the mid-day glare, were perfectly
dazzling. Wherever the eye rested, bayonets
and swords were seen gleaming in the sun,
as the sentries paced their rounds at the tents;
and here and there a long string of camels
winding through the spaces between the tents,
under their burdens of corn, rum, tents, fur-
niture, medical apparatus, &c., gave evidence
of the proximity of a large army.

I was prevented by illness from joining the
army at Ferozepore, but overtook it two or
three days previous to the first action. Lord
Gifford and I travelled in company by Palkee
Dik from Loodeanah to Ferozepore. We rode
post-haste from the latter place to Lahore,
accomplishing the distance in a few hours.
Major Mackeson had kindly posted relays of
horses on the road, in charge of small detach-
ments of irregular horse. As the road was
infested by lawless men, many of whom were
bending their steps mnorthward, intent on
swelling the Khalsa army, the escort supplied
by the Commissioner was not unacceptable.
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AT the commencement of the second
week in November 1848, Lord Gough moved
across the Sutlege at the head of Gilbert’s
division. -Sir Joseph Thackwell with the third
division formed the advanced guard, and pre-
served a distance of one or two days’ march
in front of his Excellency.

It was a matter of much surprise to many
that his Excellency should have left Ferozepore
without his heavy guns. These and the En-
gineers’ park had not yet arrived from Delhi;
but Sir Frederick Currie was so importunate in
his entreaties that his lordship would advance
without delay on the capital, with all his
available force, that the latter deemed it ad-
visable to place himself between Lahore and the
enemy as soon as possible. The grand convoy
did not leave Ferozepore till the 13th November.
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The army did not make a halt of more than
two days at Lahore, in consequence of the
reports that the enemy were daily receiving
large reinforcements, and were constructing a
most formidable intrenchment. Doubtless it
appeared to his Excellency the wisest policy
to strike an effective blow before the Sikh
army swelled to too large a size, and before
the intrenchments were rendered almost im-
practicable for an assault.

.. Lord Gough left Lahore on the 16th, after
having declined a formal interview with the
Maharajah Dhuleep Sing. The King and Sir
Frederick Currie went out to Mean Meer to pay
their respects to his lordship, who, mounted on
his elephant, gave them a courteous reception.

The army advanced in the same order from
‘Lahore towards the enemy. When Sir Joseph
Thackwell had performed a distance of four
marches, he received orders to halt at Noe-
wallah, to await the junction of the Comman-
der-in-chief. ~Ramnugger, where the enemy
wrere said to be erecting field-works, was about
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ten miles distant. Brigadiers Colin Campbell
and Cureton were encamped about three
miles on our right front, at a place called
Saharan.

On the morning of the 22nd November,
about 3 AM., his lordship placed. himself
at the head of the advanced troops, and
moved towards the Sikh forces. The Briga-
diers Campbell and Cureton had been engaged
in consultation with the Commander-in-chief
the day previous. Cureton was in excellent
spirits, and his youthful appearance belied the
advanced age at which he had arrived. '

The force which accompanied his Excellency
consisted of the 3rd and 14th Light Dragoons,
the 5th and 8th Light Cavalry, the Horse
Artillery troops of Lane and Warner, 12th
Irregular Cavalry, and the Infantry Brigade of
Godby, including the 2nd European regiment,
the 61st Foot, the 30th, 46th, and 70th Native
Infantry, with Austen’s and Dawe’s batteries.

This project was so carefully concealed
from all those who were not destined to par-
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ticipate in its execution, that the chief officers
in his lordship’s camp were not cognizant of
his departure till many hours afterwards. Let
the reader only conceive the Quartermaster-
General of the army going hastily into the
Chaplain’s tent to make inquiries respecting
his Commander-in-chief to know whither he
had vanished, and what he was doing! The
Adjutant-General of India was admitted to
his confidence merely because he was closely
allied to him by matrimonial connection.
The dashing activity of Lord Gough was fully
exemplified in this notable instance.

Though the professed object of this move-
ment was only to reconnoitre, it was the firm
conviction and earnest hope of many, that an
engagement would be precipitated. It was
rumoured, that the enemy were encamped on
the open plain near Ramnugger, and it was
afterwards demonstrated that this rumour had
some foundation; for, although a large portion
of the enemy remained within their intrenched
position “on the right bank of the Chenab
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many thousands formed an advanced guard
near Ramnugger.

As the British force advanced, the Sikh
army fell back, retiring to the river. The
bones of dead camels and horses, and embers
of recent fires strewing the road for many a
mile, verified the report that the enemy had
been in great force on the left bank of the
river. Qur troops reached their destination
about 7 A.M., and took up a position behind a
quadrangular building, which, with its noble
area, was afterwards used as a hospital.

The ground adjacent to the river was inter-
sected by two or three nullahs, or dry water-
courses, running parallel to the river and to
each other. Beyond these nullahs was the
high bank of the river, or the natural boundary
of the river when the waters of the Chenab
gain their hyemal force. Beyond this high
bank a wide extent of heavy sand disclosed
itself to the view, at one season the bed of
the overflowing waters. In the middle of this

sand might have been seen what once had
¢3
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been a large green island, but which now pre-
sented the anomalous appearance of an island
surrounded by no water. Here and there small
banks or insular prominences were scattered
about. The river took a tortuous course, and
the ground was dotted with pools of water.
Whilst the enemy were retreating towards
the river, the guns of Lane and Warner played
with great effect on them, till they had
withdrawn out of range; and the British,
advancing into the dry bed of heavy sand,
moving over a considerable space, inflicted
serious damage on the enemy, who were in
large swarms endeavouring to recross the ford
which was on eur right front. -
In a short time the Sikhs opened a well-
directed fire from high ground in our frent.
Their guns must have been of heavy calibre,
for Lane and Warner soon felt the necessity
of a retreat. In this sandy position it was
almost impossible to alter position with effect,
and when Lane and Warner gave the order to
limber up and retire, it was discovered that

T
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éne of the guns attached to the troop of the
former was firmly fixed in the sand, in spite
of every attempt to extricate it. The enemy,
én perceiving this and the disposition of the
British to retire, redoubled their fire, and began
to crowd the left bank. All attention was
concentrated on this gun, which became the
object of contention, our gunners putting to
the test every expedient to remove it, and the
enemy’s artillery relaxing no effort to prevent
_ such a consummation, by one continued round
of shot and shell. At length the impracti-
cability of removing the gun became so appa-
rent, that orders were given for its abandon-
ment. The men of Lane’s troop obeyed these
orders with great reluctance. ~They would
rather have lost their lives than deser( this
gun, but the Sikh fire was taking effect, and
there was a probability of the reconnaissance
being converted into a bloody battle.

- To cover the retreat of our artillery, a
squadron of the 3rd King’s Own Light Dra-
goons, under the command of Captain Ouvry,
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was ordered to charge a large body of the
enemy near the island. This squadron swept
the sandy plain with such extraordinary
rapidity, and cleared aside all obstacles with
such irresistible impetuosity, that though the
enemy opened a fire on them, from six pieces,
posted on the opposite bank of the river, they
suffered little loss. Ouvry actually encircled
the island, around which hundreds of the
enemy had been seen drawn pp; and when
this gallant leader reached the high bank on
the other side of the island, he found his
casualties did not exceed two horses killed,
and one man wounded. The rapid pace,
doubtless, disturbed the enemy’s aim.

The 3rd Dragoons and 8th Light Cavalry
made some other charges on the enemy, near
the gun in the sandy plain, headed by that
gallant old soldier, Brigadier Michael White,
but the musketry fire from the nullahs, lined
with Sikh matchlock-men, became so galling,
and the futility of any further attacks becom-
ing obvious, the gallant Brigadier wisely re-
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solved to withdraw his men from such a useless
exposure. It was impossible to reach the
enemy, the sides of the water-course being pre-
cipitous, and the beds broad. Many of the
troopers, moreover, were falling under the
enemy’s fire. This forbearance, the result of .
the exercise of a sound discretion, gave rise to a
rumour that the 3rd Dragoons had not evinced
80 hearty a desire to close with the enemy as
might have been expected from them. With
whom this rumour originated is not known ;
but that it was a most infamous libel on the
character of as brave a body of men as ever
existed, will be easily credited.

The error of the retreat, if error it can
be called, could not by any possible means
have reflected discredit on the regiment. It
must have affected the reputation of Brigadier
White alone, who ordered it. That this brave
veteran had never been backward in action,
and offered the most gallant example in leading
on his men at the battle of Moodkee, should
suffice to show the necessity of the retreat. If
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every one else had exhibited equal caution with
Brigadier White, all would have been well.
- The author of “The Journal of a Subaltern,”
in pourtraying this scene has instituted a most
invidious and unjust comparison between the
conduct of the two Dragoon regiments, the 3rd
and 14th. It is, therefore, the more necessary
for persons better acquainted with the facts
of the case than the above-mentioned writer,
to give to the public the benefit of their know-
ledge, and thus to counteract the effects of
an impression erroneous and injurious to the
character of brave men. S

It should be observed that there was a chque
in the Anglo-Indian camp, who employed much
of their time in propagating rumours reflect-
ing upon the character of British soldiers—
rumours which were, in fact, the mere creations
of their own disordered imaginations. Those
who were influenced by the unworthy feeling
of jealousy loved to lessen the reputation of
the most distinguished regiments.
. Immediately on the discovery of the fact
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that the gun was irretrievably lost, prudence
dictated that the British force should post-
pone offensive measures till reinforced by the
infantry which had been left behind. The
mere probability that the enemy might indulge
in vaunting exultation, and arrogate to them-
selves the credit due to conquerors, in conse-
quence of such a determination, ought not to
have had weight in the minds of prudent
officers. The capture of the gun no doubt
infused oonfidence into the ememy; but this
confidence might have been productive of more
good than harm to us; for it probably would
have emboldened them to meet us on the
open plain, and thus have secured their easy
destruction.

- It appears, indeed, that his Excellency was
averse to any further hostilities, and inclined
to leave the field in the possession of the
enemy; but that some officers of rank, bent
heart and soul.en personal distinction, over-
ruled his lordship’s wishes. The evil effects
of & t00 easy submission on the part of a
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General to the interested opinions of his sub-
ordinates, were soon illustrated.

The British forces having retired far beyond
the high bank of the river, the enemy, elate
at their apparent success, boldly advanced to-
wards the abandoned gun. Not content with
this they ascended the high bank in large
numbers, and presenting a bold front to the
British troops, continued firing long shots,
which, however, did not cause much loss.

It was whilst the enemy were thus appa-
rently setting us at defiance, that Lieutenant-
Colonel Havelock, of the 14th Dragoons, re-
quested permission to charge, and drive them
from the bank. No sooner had the equivocal
assent been accorded, than the flaxen-haired
boy of the Peninsula, on whose deed of valour
the military historian has proudly dwelt, enter-

ing into a hand-gallop, at the head of his
men, soon threw himself on the crowd: of

Sikhs who lined the high bank.
The 5th Light Cavalry, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Alexander, ably supported the gallant




ACTION OF RAMNUGGER. 41

14th. So impetuous was the onset of these
determined warriors, and so energetically and
effectually did Havelock and his troopers ply
their swords, that the bank was swept in a
few minutes of all its swarthy occupants,
who, running hastily down the bank, across
the sand, threw away their standards in their
flight. Not contented with having driven the
enemy from this position, Havelock, animated
by that fiery spirit which glowed within him,
instantly resolved to exceed the limits of his
mission, and renew the offensive, contrary to
the real wishes of the Commander-in-chief,
by continuing the charge on the discomfited
enemy, and driving them back across the
river. Yielding to his insatiable love of glory,
he brandished his sword above his head, and
calling on the squadron of the 14th, in reserve
under Lieutenant-Colonel King, to come and
support him, dashed furiously down the steep
declivity into the tract of sand in which,
it will be remembered, the gun had been
immoveably fixed, and over which Captain .
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QOuvry had charged. The British cavalry be-
toming now fully exposed to view, the Sikh
batteries opened a rapid and destructive fire
upon them. The Khalsa infantry, also, sum-
moning fresh courage, began to stand and
open a matchlock fire on their pursuers. Un-
fortunately, the horses of the dragoons soonm
became exhausted in this difficult ground, their
feet every moment sinking into deep sand or
mud. ' ]
- Our cavalry were not only exposed to the
fire of the batteries across the river, but some
guns which had been dragged to the left bank,
had taken up a position near the green island
above alluded to, and the presence of this ar-
tillery inspired the enemy with fresh courage.
The deportment of Havelock was more that of
a mortal confiding in the protection of the
Agis of some divinity than that of an ordi-
nary human being. In person he was tall
and well-built, with dark hair. His gait was
that of a real soldier. Few men sat firmer in
the saddle than he. In the last charge, always




ACTION OF RAMNUGGER. 43

in advance, Havelock suddenly disappeared, and
the latest glimpse of that fiery soldier, disclosed
him in-the midst of the savage enemy, hig
left arm half severed from his body, and deals
mng frantic blows with his sword, so soon
doomed to drop from his trusty right hand.
His last words were “Follow me!” Some
days after the action, a mutilated corpse was
discovered, which the chaplain of the army,
Mr. Whiting, recognised by the hair on the
body to be that of this daring but ill-fated
sabreur. :
- Such a death was worthy of William Have-
lock! If the doctrine that the souls of men
continue on earth and inhabit new bodies after
death be based on truth, surely the spirit of
the son of Priam may have chosen the body
of this noble man for an earthly receptacle !
If the necessity of erecting a public monument
tohim be not acknowledged, surely the country
will not altogether lose sight of his widow
and children! Common justice dictates this.

" Colonel. Cureton, who rendered such im-
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portant service to his country at the battle of
Aliwal, and the disastrous affair of Budd-
wall, whilst in command of the cavalry,
where he acquired such high distinction, met
with his death in the most unfortunate manner.
He was hastening towards the 14th for the
purpose of checking them, and preventing
any further exhibition of rash valour, when a
ball, fired by a matchlockman concealed in .a
nullah, struck him to the heart. Where
were his adjutant and quartermaster-generals ?
where was his aide-de-camp, that this dis-
tinguished officer was obliged to convey his
own orders? All were engaged, I suppose.
Some time after the action, Captain Holmes,
the commandant of the 12th Irregular Ca-
valry, made an attempt to rescue the body of
his gallant leader, and was in the act of re-
moving it from the field, when he received some
severe injuries, and was only saved from de-
struction by the resolute bravery of his men.
The body of Cureton was eventually removed,
and interred with military honours. - Colonel




ACTION OF RAMNUGGER. 45

Cureton was of middle stature, robust figure,
and remarkable. for personal activity. His
features were regular, while his grey whiskers
and moustaches were of startling dimensions.

This distinguished sabreur was the only
officer in the army who carried to the scene of
war air-cushions, articles of great comfort, and
the alleviators of pain to wounded men. Did
this savour of a presentiment that he would
be wounded ? I was present at the sale of
the lamented officer’s effects, therefore can
vouch for the truth of this story.

Lord Gough, in his general order to the
army, took occasion to bestow an appropriate
eulogium on the departed hero, and to give ex-
pression to his personal regret at the loss. The
order ran thus :—“ Aware of the general esteem
and respect in which Brigadier-general Cureton
was held by officers of all ranks who have
enjoyed an opportunity of serving under his
command, or been associated with him either.
on duty or in private life, the Commander-in-
hcief invites all so disposed to be in attend-
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ance to pay the last honours to this excellent
officer, whose decease no officer in the army
can more deeply lament than Lord Gough
himself.”. Thus Cureton fell near the regiment
in which he had commenced his eminent mili-
tary career—the 14th Light Dragoons,
The 14th were exposed to overwhelming
numbers, and the demand on the muscular
. powers of the trooper was urgent and incessant.
Never was the advantage of a thorough know-
ledge of the use of the sword better tested;
and many a man felt an inward conviction
that the constant practice of the art of sword-
manship to which his old Colonel had subjected:
him, and of which he had often grievously
complained, had preserved him from becoming:
food for the ravenous jackall. :
. There were many cases of individual he-
roism on this occasion worthy of notice. The
¢nemy were so safely incased in thick shawls
and armour, that English troopers laboured in,
vain to draw blood. Young Blyth was, how-,
ever, more successful,—a glorious exception;
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to the general rule. It was a stirring sight to
see the reckless cornet galloping to a distance
from his troop for the sake of single combat;
It little availed the wary Singh to stoop down;
crouching under his shield, when Blyth ap-
proached him. Master of his horse, master of
his sword, the gallant cornet rode over him;
and at the very instant the shield drooped,
plunged his weapon into his back. Captain
Gall, who has distinguished himself by his
literary acquirements, made an attempt to cap»
ture a standard, which he descried in his front.
It seemed an easy prey, but, alas! its gallant
defender would not relinquish the precious
burden without a struggle. He dealt some
strong and rapid blows, and succeeded in
nearly dividing the gallant officer’s hand from
his body. Captain Fitzgerald, son of the
general officer of that name, received a wound;
from the effects of which he died.a few days
subsequently. A Sikh, crouching under his
shield, cut at him from behind; the fulwar
exposed the spinal marrow, and also entering
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the skull, left little hope of his recovery. He
possessed the love and esteem of all his bro-
ther officers. Indeed, his death cast-a gloom
over the camp of the 14th. Captain MacMahon
also sustained a severe injury. Cornet the
Honourable R. W. Chetwynd was slightly
wounded. Upwards of fifty men were killed
and wounded. Many of the dragoons were
afterwards found decapitated.

« The 5th Light Cavalry did not escape with-
out much loss. Whilst the gallant command-
ing officer, Alexander, was animating and en-
couraging his men, his sword being upraised
in the air, a round shot hit his arm, struck the
quartermaster-sergeant in the body, and con-
tinuing its deadly course, inflicted a wound on
Adjutant Ryley’s foot. The Colonel dropped
from his horse, and would have fallen a sacri-
fice to the sanguinary spirit of the enemy, who
were almost over his body, had not the brave
sergeant-major, an Englishman, stepped for-
ward, and kept the foe at bay, till some troopers
had removed their respected Colonel from his
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imminent danger. The quartermaster-sere
geant, an Englishman, fell dead. The Adju-
tant, Ryley, was compelled to quit the field,
but the stirrup-iron had in a great measure
mitigated the violence of the shock. It may
not be out of place to mention here, that the
sergeant-major above alluded to has been
raised to the rank of officer. His name, if
our memory does not fail us, is Mallet. It is
said that one of the troopers of this corps
achieved the capture of a standard. Lieut.-Col.
Alexander’s arm underwent amputation; and
we regret to have to record that he has expe-
rienced the most intense suffering ever since,
pieces of the bone continually coming away.
Lieutenant Hardinge, attached to the Com-
mander-in-chief’s personal staff, and a nephew
of Viscount Hardinge, a most intrepid and
enterprising officer, sought personal distine-
tion, in return for which he received a trouble-
some wound.

I have enumerated the officers who were
destined to adorn the casualty-return for the

D
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action of Ramnugger. ' The name of Captain
Fitz Edward Barnes, of the 3rd Dragoons, was
inserted in the list of killed and wounded ; but
the newspaper announcement was the first is
timation which the gallant officer ‘received of
such an occurrence.

As soon as thé¢ death of G‘olonel Cureton
ticcame known, and the 14th Dragoons had
ve-appeared, in what order it is not said, afier
their gallant charges, his Excellency resolved
to prohibit any further fighting for that day.
Campbell’s Infantry had remaired inactive, out
of the range of the enemy’s fire: some round
shots, however, found their way into the 61st
Foot.

- It will be remembered that a large part of
the army was left behind. Lord Gough had
left no definite orders for General Thackwell;
but that officer, hearing the distant cannonade,
and imagining that his assistance might be
requisite, struck his tents early on the morning
of the 22nd, and marched towards Ramnugger,
General Gilbert’s division moving on his right,




ACTION OF RAMNUGGER. 5%

and Brigadier Pope’s cavalry on his left. " As
they approached their destination, the cannon-
ade became fiercer and better maintained.
When Sir Joseph reached the scene of ac-
tion, Lord Gough ordered Major Sir Richmond
Shakespeare to hasten to the fromt with his
elephant battery.

- The enemy were playing at long balls, but as
their fire was harmless, his Excellency resolved
to take up his ground, and orders were accord-
ingly given. In fact, he felt himself under the
necessity of postponing offensive measures, until
the heavy guns and engineer’s department had
arrived from Labore. He was compelled also
to make a new disposition of his chief officers,
owing to the death of Cureton and Havelock.
Indeed the interval between this action and
the passage of the Chenab, was not devoid of
occupation for his Excellency.

In consequence of the death of Colonel
Cureton, his Excellency having summoned
General Thackwell to his tent, expressed an
earnest hope that he would assume the coms«

D 2
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mand of the cavalry division, now vacant by the
fall of that gallant officer. His lordship re-
presented the difficulty he should otherwise ex-
perience in finding an officer competent to dis-
charge that onerous and important duty. At
the same time he tendered a full explanation
of the reasons which prompted him to allot the
post of cavalry commandant to Cureton, on the
first distribution of the commands. These
reasons have been stated in an early part of this
narrative.

Lord Gough was also desirous of appointing
Brigadier Colin Campbell to a command com-
mensurate with his eminent qualifications.
His lordship therefore allotted the 3rd Infantry
division, vacated by Sir Joseph Thackwell, to
that officer, and conferred on him the temporary
rank of Brigadier-General. Campbell, now Sir
Colin, appointed Captain Haythorne of the
98th Foot, to be his aide-de-camp.

Had Lord Gough not felt an eager desire
to promote Campbell to the higher grade, he
might have invested Brigadier Michael White
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with the cavalry command. This gallant
veteran was, in point of knowledge of his
duties, fully equal to the command. If Colonel-
John Scott had been at an accessible distance,
doubtless he would have been ordered to join
the army in this altered state of affairs,

A general order was now published to the
army, appointing the second in command,
Major-Greneral Sir Joseph Thackwell, to a gene-
ral superintendence of the camp. The duties
of daily visiting the advanced picquets, and
conducting the operations of the daily patrols,
consequently devolved on that officer. The
Brigadiers of the day received orders to submit
their reports to his Excellency through his lieu-
tenant. The maintenance of order and cleanli-
ness also formed a part of General Thackwell’s
various duties, from which he was not released
till the termination of the campaign. In the
despatch detailing the victory of Goojerat,
Lord Gough bears testimony to this officer’s
“untiring exertions.”

The army was now occupied in erecting
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batteries on the bank of the river, to cover the
passage of our troops, and sweep the Sikh
eamp. During these operations the workmen
were occasionally annoyed by a shot from
the ememy; and the Sikh cavalry hovered
round our camp, occasionally surprising some
unfortunate soldiers who wandered beyond
their kines, farther than prudence dictated
The cavalry picquets were much harassed by
centinual alarms, and in too many instances
the alarm was not given until the enemy were
well in retreat. Colonel Mountain, whils
Brigadier of the day, distinguished himself by
his alacrity on one of these occasions. His
energetic pursuit of a large body of Sikh
foragers, who, on effecting their passage across
the river, at the ford of Ghurree-kee Puttun,
assailed him with small pieces of artillery, is
avell known.*

¢ * Some English soldiers, who wandered too far
beyond the pioquets and fell into the hands of the
enemy, were hospitably entertained, and released,

Shere Sing took these opportunities of making over-
‘tares of peace to Lord Gough.' -
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Colonel Penny, who had charge of the heavy
train, was delayed two or three days by an
unforeseen circumstance. The fortresa of
Jubbur, situated almost between Lahere and
Ramnugger, was discovered to be garrisoned
by a large body of the enemy. The British
army had passed within a few miles of this
place, without being cognizant of the existence
of such a force.. Colonel Penny received divec-
tions to level this fort with the ground. He
had fired, however, only a few rounds, when the
garrison surrendered at discretion. Had not
this detachment of Sikhs been discovered, they
might have interrupted our eommunications,
and been the source of considerable annoyance:

It was incontrovertibly proved at this and
other subsequent actions, that the troopers of
the Light Cavalry have no confidence in their
awords as effective weapons of defence. It
would have been difficult to point out half
a dozen men who had made use of their
gwords. On approaching the enemy they have
immediate recourse to their pistols, the loading
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and firing of which form their sole oécupation.

That such want of confidence must very seri-
* ously impair the efficiency of regular cavalry,
may be easily imagined. The chief duty of
cavalry is to penetrate and put into disorder
masses of infantry; and when cavalry once
‘come into close collision with an enemy, the
gword, and the sword only, must come into
play. The trooper cannot in a mélée obtain
opportunities of loading and re-loading his
pistols. The instances where the Light Cavalry.
have ever entered squares or masses of infantry,
are rare—rare, indeed.

Very few natives ever become really re-
conciled to the long seat and powerless
bit of the European Dragoons. The usual
'seat of the native is short, and his bit so
severe that it will almost break the horse’s
aw.. The native horses are so vicious and
intractable, that a strong bit is absolutely
requisite to enable the rider to control them.
It frequently happened during this campaign,
that some dragoons in a charge lost all control
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over their horses, whilst the Sikh horsemen
were turning their spirited steeds in all direc-
tions. Picture to yourself a British, or Anglo-
Indian trooper, dashing onwards with a most
uncontrollable horse, and a Goorchurra, or
Sikh horseman, after allowing his enemy to
pass, turning quickly round to deal him an ugly
wound on the back of the head. It is a matter
of great labour to convert a native trooper to
the belief that the long new-fashioned sword
of the British Dragoon is as effective as the
tulwar, or broad-backed éurvedweapon of India.

Before the battle of Goojerat it was thought
advisable to restore the fulwar to the Light
Cavalry; but we believe this was only a tem-
porary arrangement. If the Court of Directors
were to consult their real interest, they would
convert all the Light Cavalry corps into Irre-
gulars. This change might be effected without
any curtailment of their patronage. Let them
retain the system of direct Cavalry appoint~
ments, and distribute the Cavalry Cadets- indis-
criminately amongst @/l the irregular Cavalry

D3
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regiments. The Irregulars are a most efficient
body of men, armed with the fuwlwar, which
they use with wonderful dexterity; and are
experienced in the use of the lance. They use
the native stirrup, saddle, and bridle; are per-
fectly at ease on horseback, and although skir-
mishing is their forte, they never shrink from
"single combat.

" Captain Holmes, of the 12th Irregulars, was
the admiration of the whole army on several
occasions. Tn his skirmishes with the enemy,
the mettle of his men was strikingly displayed.
The Irregular Cavalry were conspicuous in the
pursuit at Goojerat, always seeking opportuni-
ties of conflict. Having witnessed the charge
of the Scinde horse at the battle of Goojerat,
against the Affghan force of Akram, I am
convinced that no cavalry eould have achieved
the overthrow of the enemy in a more spi-
rited or effectual manner. They had confi-
‘dence in their weapons and accoutrements, and
:possessed stout hearts.

- The 9th Frregulars, under Crawford Cham-
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berlaine, earned the thanks of the Commander-
in-chief, by some gallant skirmishes with the
Sikh Goorchurras, who were constantly prowl-
ing about in quest of unprotected camels.
Supported by brave and skilful men, the officers
of Irregulars are encouraged to gratify their
roble thirst for distinction. TFhe 3rd Irregulars
frequently signalized themselves. The young
heroes of the Irregulars, Holmes, Crawford,
and Neville Chamberlaine, Malcolm, Tait and
Christie, would rather take into action 150 of
their own men, than 300 troopers of any Light
Cavalry regiment. Let the East India Com-
pany devote their attention to this matter.
The exigencies of the times demand the reform
of such an expensive and useless establish-
ment. '
* The propensity of the Sikhs to aim their
cuts at the back of the head, was so unequivo-
eally manifested on the 22nd of November,
that it beeame an object of consideration to
the officers of the army to provide some de-
fence, however slight, for.the precious caput.
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Some officers wrapped rolls of linen cloth round
the back of the shako, the folds of which hung
down over their backs, affording some protec-
tion. The officers of the Head-Quarter staff
imitated the example of the noble Commander-
in-chief, who carried a head-piece made of
leather, partly resembling a helmet, partly
like a jockey-cap. The leather edge hanging
down . behind from many of these fantastic
caps, gave them the appearance of those hats
8o peculiar to the fraternity of coal-heavers.
This head-gear was surmounted by a white linen
cover, forming a defence against the solar rays.
The Generals of Divisions and their staff
adopted the prevailing fashion,

The Earl of Gifford joined Lord Gough on
his march from Lahore to Ramnugger. He
bhad been . residing with his brother-in-law,
Lord Dalhousie, at Simlah. He offered his
services in the capacity of an aide-de-camp.
Cheyt Sing, a Colonel of cavalry, and brother
of Uttur Sing, delivered himself up to Lord
Gough on the 28th.
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THE
PASSAGE OF THE CHENAB,

BY GENERAL THACKWELL.

THE exclamations of joy which burst forth
in" the British camp when a thick cloud of
dust on the Lahore road betrayed the approach
of a large force on the 30th of November,
were loud and heartfelt. The heavy guns
and Engineers’ park, which had quitted the
Sikh capital some days previously, under the
command of Colonel Penny, of the immediate
arrival: of which the army had indulged the
most sanguine expectations, was now known to
be near at hand. The ardent soul of many
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a good soldier had grown impatient of the
irksome inactivity which had followed the
bloody skirmish of Ramnugger, and burned to
inflict vengeance on the savage warriors, who,
enjoying a fancied security in their partly
water-girded intrenchments across the river,
took every opportunity of mocking our beards.

When the thoughts wandered to Cureton
and Havelock, and the host of intrepid men
to whom no quarter had been shown, a tear
trickled down the face of many a stern
dragoon, and the sword of righteous retribu-
tion was more firmly grasped. The erection
of the numerous batteries, designed to com-
mand the Khalsa camp, formed a whole-
gome occupation to a small portion of the.
army; whilst the sole excitement reserved for
the remainder was the occasional pursuit
of a daring band of Goorchurras, who had
been making a chupdo, or attack -on our
camels,

The two days preceding the arrival of the
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grand convoy were occupied in frequent debates
on the system of attack which should be put in
execution by the Commander-in-chief, as it
was bruited about that he intended to resume
effensive measures immediately on the appear-
ance of the heavy train. The most venture-
some persons urged the expediency of a bold
assanlt in front, maintaining that the crossing
of our infantry over the fords, and in boats,
would be' attended with little difficulty under
the cover of our guns; for they felt confident
that a well-directed fire from our recently-
constructed batteries would . soon sweep the
hostile bank of its boastful defenders. It was
of no trifling importance, they contended,
that this plan would enable them to derive
full advantage from a concentrated fores,
unweakened by any detachments; and that
vhen Lord Gough could not muster more
than four regiments of European infantry, the
detachment of any number, however small,
was full of danger. '-

*. Others were of opinion that the assaulb in
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front would entail a vast sacrifice of human
life; that boats were difficult to be obtained;
and that the services and assistance of the
three splendid Dragoon regiments, which
formed the flower and chief strength of the
army, would be lost. Moreover, that the
enemy would assuredly enjoy the advantage
of an unmolested flight, and the probability
be materially strengthened, therefore, of their
being in a position to offer further resistance
in the mountain-passes; if the British army
stormed the river in the enemy’s front. These
disputants recommended that a strong de-
tachment should move up the river Chenab,
cross at the nearest practicable ford, and
attack the enemy on their left flank, whilst
his Excellency should effect a passage in the
Sikh front. They took it for granted, that
the enemy would be so engrossed by this flank
movement, that the assault in front would be
attended with every facility. Many were of
opinion, that our batteries would not only
facilitate the passage of the British infantry,
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but also divert attention from the detachment
employed in the flank manceuvre, till it was
engaged with the enemy, while the roar of the
contending cannon would be the signal for a
general assault. These various opinions had
the charm of novelty, and were a great relief
from the much-hackneyed subject of the late
action. A high tower, a kind of observatory,
in the rear of the camp, was a place of resort
for the officers of the army. From this the
movements of the enemy could be closely
watched by the aid of a telescope.

For days after the ever-memorable cavalry
affair, which was commenced so precipitately,
and which had its.close in equal precipita-
tion—(for most assuredly the gallant 14th,
finding themselves unsupported in the middle
of thousands, precipitately retreated, glad to
extricate themselves in any way out of the
dangerous trap into which they had been so
gallantly led)—for days afterwards, I repeat,
the various incidents of that celebrated skir-
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mish formed the all-absorbing topic of con-
versation. Soon, however, conversation was
directed into a new channel.

The arrival of the heavy guns on the 30th
November was immediately followed by an im-
portant consultation, which took place in the
Commander-in-chief’s tent. It may not be
out of place to remark, that the tent of
his Excellency was most superb, adorned
with glass windows, and most unlike the
domicile which Sir Charles Napier has indi-
cated as the best suited for a soldier on taking
the field. No one was more anxions than the
poble Baron himself to strike a decisive blow
in the least possible time. The batteries had
been completed, and were now ready for the
heavy guns.. The feelings of his Excellency
were in favour of an attack on the ememy’s
left flank by a British detachment, which
would effectually intercept the retreat of the
Sikhs,, whilst he made an assault in front.
It is said that he was at first inclined to order
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a grand attack by the whole army in front,
but that certain members of his staff eon-
vinced hima of the inexpediency, if not danger,
of such a proceeding,

The council was chiefly emgaged in an
exsmination of the reports on the advan-
tages or otherwise of the different fords near
Ramnugger which had been submitted by
the Quartermaster-general. The selection of
a ford which would offer mo formidable
obstacle to the passage of the - detachment
became a matter of the greatest importance;
first,, the maccess or failure of the enterprise
depended on the feasibility of the ford chosen.
Lod Gough was Z time his own move-
ments from the hour on which the detach-
ment might be enabled to cross the river.
From the nature of the reports presented
t0 him, many maintained that his lordship
arrived at too hasty a decision. The Quarter-
master-general himself, being in a most infirm
slate of health, had been utterly unable to
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make an inspection of the fords in person,
and had therefore confided that most important
duty to subordinates, who, in conjunction with
the chief Engineer, were supposed to have made
the survey. But they having been prevented,
by the nature of the stream, and the "prox-
imity of the enemy, from acquiring a minute
knowledge of the capabilities of the fords in
‘question, accompanied their report with the
expression of much doubt, though the bias of
it was decidedly in favour of the practicability
of Runnee Khan kee Puttun.

The three fords between the British camp
and Wuzeerabad were, Ghuree kee Puttun,
about eight miles distant; Runnee Khan kee
Puttun, and Allee Shere kee Chuck, about
thirteen miles from Ramnugger. There was
also a ford at Wuzeerabad, which was about
twenty-four miles from Ramnugger. The
officers of the Quartermaster’s department
employed in the work .of inspection directed
their chief attention to Runnee Khan kee
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Puttun and Allee Shere kee Chuck. Baut, as
we have before said, circumstances conspired
against their making a very accurate report.
On this report, however, so deficient in detail,
his lordship determined to act. That the fords
were not subjected to a more minute scrutiny,
in which the highest authorities should have
actively participated, was afterwards deeply
lamented.

In the nomination of an officer to command
the detachment, the choice fell on the second
in command, Major-General Sir Joseph Thack-
well, who bad taken a prominent part in all
the previous campaigns, and ‘was supposed to
be thoroughly conversant with the tactics of
Dative armies. Lord Gough designates him,
in his ever-memorable despatch, as “an officer
of much experience in India.” It may not be
generally known that this officer was engaged
in the stirring scenes of the Peninsula, and lost
his left arm, amputated close to the shoulder,
at the battle of Waterloo.
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The force appointed to make this diversion
on the enemy’s left flank consisted of three
troops of Horse Artillery (those of Christie,
Huish, and Warner), two native light field-bat-
teries (those of Austin and Kindleside), two
18-pounders, under Captain Robinson; 3rd
Light Dragoons, 5th and 8th Light (Native)
Cavalry, 3rd and 12th Irregular Cavalry, Her
Majesty’s 24th and 61st Regiments of Foot;
the 25th, 31st, 36th, 46th, and 56th Regi-
ments of Native Infantry, and four companies
of 22nd Native Infantry. The Pontoon Train
was also to accompany the force. The in-
structions of his Excellency were explicit.
He directed Sir Joseph to leave camp that
night at one o’clock, for Runnree Khan kee
Puttun, to cross the ford at that place if
practicable (for there was a doubt on the sub-
ject), and to march down without delay on tha
Sikh intrenchments. He suggested the ad-
visableness of the detachment proceeding to
the Wuzeerabad ford, in the event of that
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of Runnee Khan kee Puttun being impracti-
cable. To provide still further - security
against the miscarriage of "this scheme, the
chief of those intelligent officers (om whose
statements his Excellency placed reliance when
considering the capabilities of the different
fords), was to be dispatched with this force. -

It may be asked by some persons, why did
not his lordship avail himself of the contis
guity of Ghurree-kee Puttan ; but the objection
urged to the crossing of the troops at that
place was the probability of the enemy being in
force there to dispute the passage. This ford
offered a great advantagein one respect—the
shortness of the distance from Ramnugger. So
favourable for the transit of an army did this
ford appear to some, that a Calcutta writer
has insisted that it was his Excellency’s inten-
tion that the detachment should have crossed
there. The writer is in a position to state,
however, that such an idea never entered
his lordship’s mind. The proximity of
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the enemy had terrors which could not be
overcome. ,

- Orders were given to the Commissariat to
issue provisions for two days to the troops.
The detachment was ordered to move in
light marching order, and no camels or
baggage not absolutely necessary were to
accompany the force. But alas! the camels
which had escaped the ban of proscription,
their aid being absolutely necessary, formed an
apparently interminable line.

In order that the march of this force should
be enveloped in secrecy, and that the ford
chosen for its passage should be reached early
in the day, orders were issued to the troops
above named to assemble on the right flank
of the encampment of the 3rd Dragoons at
1 o'clock A.M., on the 1st of December. This
point of assembly was on the road to Wuzeer-
abad. 'The cavalry and horse artillery were
at the place of rendezvous at the appointed
hour; but the infantry division of Brigadier-
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General Colin Campbell did not effect a junc-
tion till after three o’clock. It was reported
that they became entangled and confused in
the intricacies of the encampment. This delay,
in truth, was very serious, and endangered the
success of the expedition. It would appear to
have been a great dereliction of duty, that ar-
rangements were not made for the prevention
of such a mistake, by the appointment of
an experienced man to conduct this division
through the labyrinth of canvass. The Quarter-
master-General of the division was a young
ensign, who, although possessing considerable
knowledge, and remarkable for his shrewdness
and attention to his duties, had not yet ac-
quired that amount of experience usually held
to be indispensable for the holder of that
situation. :

When the detachment was once in motion,
the progress was as rapid as the broken nature
of the ground, destitute of a good road, would
admit. The creeping, snail-like pace, however,
Which characterized the movement of the

E
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Pontoon train, considerably impeded the ra-
pid advance of the column by the occasional
long halts necessary to enable it to close
up. :
The reader will believe that as the road lay
near the bank of the river, the absence of all
unnecessary noise was a most desirable object.
But if the hostile camp was not made fully
cognizant of the movement which was taking
place on our bank, it was not the fault of our
camp-followers, who created the greatest ima~
ginable uproar. One writer describing this
march observes,—*“ We commenced our march
amid the most distracting sounds.” It is
known that the Major-general made frequent
efforts to suppress the tumult of voices, but
in vain; and a summary chastisement to the
noisy villains would have been well deserved.
The bellowing of the camels was a sufficient
offence to the sense of hearing, without the
additional uproar of human voices.

The force did not reach its destination till
after 11 A.x. The head of the column being
out of sight of the river, Sir Joseph with his
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Staff rode down to the river’s edge to make a re-
connoissance. The Chenab here consists of four
branches or channels, one beyond the other.
The sand-banks bordering and dividing these
streams are insecure; moreover the river here
is notorious for its numerous quicksands, the
danger of which is proverbial. A large party
of the enemy was now descried posted for the
protection of the ford. Lieut. Paton, the
officer of the Quartermaster-general’s depart-
ment, ordered by his Excellency to accompany
the force, immediately progeeded to make
another attempt to ascertain its capabilities.
He had not been absent three hours when he
presented his report to the General, in which
he declared one of the branches to be very
deep, with a shifting bettom. This was bad, for
guns cannot be dragged through a ford con-
taining water to the depth of four feet with
safety, much less through such a stream as that
at Runnee Khan Kee Puttun. Our artillery
would not have been able to cover the passage -
of the British infantry, for the bank on the
E 2
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other side of the river was out of rangeof sight
and shot. “ That cumbrous appendage” of an
army, the Pontoon train, could not be con-
verted into use, as it was too short; the sands,
moreover, were too loose and varying to admit
of the train being securely fixed in them.

Sir Joseph hereupon consulted the officers
around him, as to what steps they deemed it
expedient for him to take. Brigadier-General
Campbell, second in command, and an officer
of Peninsular experience, represented the expe-
diency of an imgediate return to camp. His
arguments, that all the plans of the Chief were
now frustrated by the impracticability of the
ford, and that new arrangements were ren-
dered necessary, were not without reason. If the
troops should proceed onwards to Wuzeerabad,
their absence from head-quarters would be
protracted so long, as to leave ground for ap-
prehension that their provisions would be
exhausted before they could rejoin the main
army. Besides, there was a probability of
the troops being seriously distressed by the
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long march. A doubt also existed as to the
feasibility of crossing the Wuzeerabad ford.

After weighing all the arguments pro et con,
the General determined to avail himself of the
alternative left him of testing the Wuzeerabad
passage. Lieutenant Nicholson, an assistant
to the Resident of Lahore, who was attached
as chief civil authority to the detachment,
informed Sir Joseph that a large body of his
irregular horse, Patthans, held seventeen boats
in their possession on the river near the above-
named town, which might pyove serviceable in
the passage of the troops. It would have
been hazardous for those boats to undertake
‘a journey down the river to Runnee-Khan Kee
Puttun, as the banks were infested with the
enemy.

The troops had taken advantage of the time
devoted to the.examination of the fords to .
enjoy a meal, rendered more welcome by the
fact that they had not tasted any food since
the preceding night. Unless the troops had
embraced this opportunity of recruiting ex-
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hausted nature, the results of the march would
have been more alarmingly discernible at the
close of the day. |

Evening had cast its sombre mantle around
us before the troops reached the sands adja-
cent to the ferry and ford. It fell to my lot
to witness the fall of many an apparently
robust man to the ground in a fainting state.
Their physical powers were not proof against
the fatigue of so unusually long a march under
an Eastern sun. These poor men were con-
signed to doolies, which offered a most grateful
asylum.

In the mazes of the various small channels
. and pools of water scattered through the
sands many a regiment lost its way. These
never-ending pieces of water, and the increasing
darkness of the evening, interposed a serious
difficulty in the way of our finding the ford
and ferry. We extricated ourselves with the
greatest - difficulty from the general confusion,
after having waded through many pools. The
knowledge of the fact that quicksands were
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frequently to be met with in this spot did not
allay the general uneasiness.

The boats were capacious and well adapted
for the transportation of guns; and the 6th Bri-
gade of Infantry and some guns were con-
veyed across the ferry without delay. The
Patthan cavalry assured us of the freedom
of the right bank, even from the signs of an
enemy ; and Major Tait, 3rd Irregulars, a most
excellent officer, lost no time in guiding his
corps across the ford. The stakes with which
the passage was indicated formed a security
against danger; but, in spite of that precau-
tionary step, two or three suwars, or troop-
ers, found a watery grave. Imprudence led
many a man outside the stakes; and, before
long, many of these were unintentionally dis~
placed by the horsemen struggling between

" their confines.

Brigadier Eckford, with the 8rd Infantry
Brigade, had waded through the river pre-
viously to the passage of the 3rd Irregulars. .
He halted between the second and third
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branches of the stream for the night, being de-
terred possibly by the prevailing haziness from
completing the passage. The disappearance of
many of the stakes rendered it advisable, that
the rest of the force should bivouac on the left
bank, and defer their crossing till the morrow.
The 3rd Dragoons picqueted their horses
along the river bank. The night was bitterly
cold. So intense, indeed, was the cold, that
it prevented many a wearied soldier from ob-
taining a snatch of repose. The Major-General
partook of a meal offered him by the officers
of the 3rd Dragoons, of which he had been
Senior Iieutenant-Colonel, and passed the
chilly night in their company, Fires blazing
here and there mitigated the severity of the
weather. During the night an alarm was
raised on the other side of the river, and
several shots proclaimed the vigilance of the
sentinels; but these fears were groundless.
The 6th Brigade laboured under severer pri-
vations than the troops on the left bank, for
they were destitute of their provisions and
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cooking utensils, When their baggage-camels
reached the river side, the darkness was too
great to admit of their crossing that night. If
those who were so unfortunate were able to
kindle fires, it was as much as they could do.
The morning of the 2nd of December was
marked by the most energetic exertions. The
guns were embarked in the seventeen boats,
together with the rest of the infantry. Lieut.-
Col. Grant, of the Horse Artillery, and Capt.
Baird Smith, Engineers, distinguished them-
selves by their unremitting efforts to transport
the guns across the ferry in the least possible
8pa‘ée of time. The guns were, in the first in-
stance, rolled into the boats on planks; but
this process proved tedious. The cavalry and
the horses of the artillery then moved across
the ford, the stakes having been re-arranged.
While effecting the passage, the horses often
got out of their depth, and the waters reached
above the knees of the riders, who had been
ordered to divest themselves of their overalls.
From this it will be seen that there would
E3
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have ‘been no chance of the guns finding a safe
passage across this ford. The Major-general, in
his despatch rather understates the real quantity
of water, for he estimates the depth of this ford
at three feet ten inches. The pontoon train could
not have answered any useful purpose here:
indeed, it was a dead weight on our hands.
This machine, the 12th Irregular Cavalry, two
guns of No. 10, light field battery, two com-
panies of the 22nd Native Troops, and the two
eighteen-pounders sent to cover our passage
in the event of any opposition, returned to
head-quarters in pursuance of his Excellency’s
instructions. Captain Gabbett, the aide-de-
camp sent by Lord Gough to bring him back
information as to the exact time of Thackwell’s
completing the passage, on witnessing the safe
transit of the whole detachment, also returned
to head-quarters.

At the earnest request of the gallant second
in command, the Major-general kindly permit-
ted the sepoys to take their dinner before
their march. It is a well-known fact in Indiar
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warfare that the sepoy always fights and
marches best on a full stomach. Therefore,
the necessity of this corporeal refreshment
was unquestionable. But it caused consider-
able delay.

The sun had passed the meridian two hours
before the British troops were in progress.
They were compelled to keep up a communica-
tion with the river, for despatches from his Ex-
cellency were expected to arrive. Order of battle
was now formed. The three brigades marched
in brigade columns of companies, half distance
left in front, at deploying intervals. -Whites
brigade of cavalry moved on our right flank
with strong flanking parties and rear guards ;
and the 3rd Irregulars flanked our left, carry-
ing their patrols down to the river. The
detachment reached Doorewal at nightfall, a
distance of twelve miles from the Wuzeerabad
ferry.

Extensive plots of sugar-cane were passed
upon the march. Omn our approach to these
pieces of cultivation, the proprietors forced
their way to the presence of the General,
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and thowing nuzzurs, or presents of money,
&c., at his feet, implored his protection. They
were apprehensive of the depredations of our
camp-followers ; guards, however, being posted
over their property, their fears were removed.
Before evening a Shootoor Suwar, or camel
rider, bearing a letter from the Commander-in-
chief, made his salaam. The communication
was in his lordship’s handwriting. He desired
Sir Joseph to attack the left of the enemy’s
position early on the following day ; stating
that he was in anxious expectation of being
enabled to afford him assistance by a simulta-
neous attack on the front of the enemy's posi-
tion. He added, that the opening of Sir
Joseph’s fire would be the signal for his own
attack ; and that he was in secret treaty with
some Sikh boatmen for some boats, at present
moored under the hostile guns, but which he
fully expected would be in his possession be- -
fore many hours had passed. Amongst other
matters, he remarked that he had been led to
entertain every expectation that certain of the
Sikh regiments, the Poorbeas, corrupted by
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the influence of British gold, would come over
to us immediately on the opening of our artil-
lery. The Major-general submitted this import-
ant communication to the consideration of the
numerous staff-officers around him.

The repose of the troops was unmolested,
and the next morning, Sunday, the 3rd of De-
cember, witnessed the march of the British de-
tachment towards the Sikh intrenchments in
thesame order of battle as on the preceding day.
A general wish pervaded the force that the
issue of the expedition would be soon decided ;
for the troops experienced much annoyance
from the want of their tents and provisions.
The defeat of the enemy would, they imagined,
place them nearer the desired objects, shelter
and food. It was hoped that the sudden assault
of this detachment, though numerically very
weak, aided by the simultaneous attack of
Lord Gough, would be attended with complete
success.

Everything was in favour of an immediate
engagement, when another communication from
his Excellency interrupted our advance, before
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the troops had progressed a distance of six
miles. He prohibited the Major-general from
courting collision with the enemytill reinforced
by the infantry brigade of Godby, which was
to cross, without delay, the ford at Ghurreekee
Puttun. The letter betrayed the existence of
much anxiety in his lordship's mind about the
fate of the detachment, and represented his own
inability to render any aid ; but he promised to
send the 9th Lancers and the 14th Dragoons
across this ford, if the passage was feasible.

The Major-general now moved up the force
to some villages almost on a line with the ford,
where the reinforcements were expected to cross.
Immediately on the receipt of the despatch he
had instructed a wing of the 56th Native In-
fantry, and two ressalaks of the 3rd Irregulars,
under Major Tait, to secure the ford, towards
which a large body of the Sikh cavalr